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eight? Therefore, let them singly make peace, or singly fight for
the crown. This masterly oration pleased everyone.5 Another
writer2 states that FUght of Edmund. Edrtc s speech. 1 Saxon
Chronicle. Will, of Malmesbury. Flor. of Worcester. Matt, of
Westminster. Matthew of Westminster. This writer gives a full
account of the encounter upon the small island of Olney,
between Edmund and Canute, in the sight of the two armies; and
so does Henry of Huntingdon. They state that their spears were
shattered to pieces against their fine armour; the fight was
continued with swords: the people heard the dreadful clang and
saw the flashing of their arms, and they shouted approval and
encouragement, or groaned aloud in sympathy with the
combats. At length Edmund Edmund demanded a single
combat, in order to put a combat stop to the shedding of the
people s...
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