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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Mathilda By Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley Edited by Elizabeth Nitchie Of
all the novels and stories which Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley left in manuscript, only one novelette, Mathilda, is
complete. It exists in both rough draft and final copy. In this story, as in all Mary Shelley s writing, there is much
that is autobiographical: it would be hard to find a more self-revealing work. For an understanding of Mary s
character, especially as she saw herself, and of her attitude toward Shelley and toward Godwin in 1819, this tale
is an important document. Although the main narrative, that of the father s incestuous love for his daughter,
his suicide, and Mathilda s consequent withdrawal from society to a lonely heath, is not in any real sense
autobiographical, many elements in it are drawn from reality. The three main characters are clearly Mary
herself, Godwin, and Shelley, and their relations can easily be reassorted to correspond with actuality. Highly
personal as the story was, Mary Shelley hoped that it would be published, evidently believing that the characters
and the situations were sufficiently disguised. In May of 1820 she sent it to England by her friends, the Gisbornes,
with a request that her father would arrange for its publication. But Mathilda, together with its rough draft
entitled The Fields of Fancy, remained unpublished among the Shelley papers. Although Mary s references to it
in her letters and journal aroused some curiosity among scholars, it also remained unexamined until
comparatively recently. Mathilda, or Matilda, is the second novel of Mary Shelley, written between August 1819
and February 1820. It deals with common Romantic themes of incest and suicide.
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