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Military, grade: 1,0, Indiana University (Sociology Department ), course: S 660: Politics and Public Opinion
Research, 10 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Information and statistics about how a
great part of the American public felt about certain issues concerning their life or the nation have not been
available for very long. Even in the absence of data there have been vast speculations and reports by the news
media on public opinion regarding specific policy decisions by the government. In the maiden decades of the
republic policymakers and businessmen were always trying to grasp what the public mood was with respect to
a particular event or decision. Yet due to the poorly developed infrastructure and lack of technological
innovations at that time it was nearly impossible to find out what the thoughts of a larger part of the
population were in a reasonable matter of time. The 'scientific' public opinion polling that is taking for granted
today is not that old. The American Institute of Public Opinion, more commonly known as the Gallup poll, came
into existence in 1935 just in time for the 1936 presidential election between Roosevelt and Landon. The Literary
Digest, just as the American Institute, attempted to predict the winner of the 1936 election with the data they
collected during their research polling. In the end, the Gallup poll was more accurate and predicted with
Franklin Roosevelt the correct winner of the election even though the survey was conducted with fewer
respondents but with a much more representative selection. Had the Literary Digest been right in its analysis...
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