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illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .were lost. Then and there the influence for better English and speech from the head of
that school could not be seen or felt. Fellow superintendents, this was one of the greatest lessons of my life. |
trust my calling the incident to your attention may induce you to resolve as | did. Another very serious problem
is to secure efficient and well-trained teachers who really believe in their work and whose influence for speech
for the deaf is sufficiently strong to overbalance the opposing influences. The standard of our teaching force
must be kept high. We should select teachers who have normal or university training whenever possible.
Successful public-school teachers with special training in speech teaching and methods employed in educating
the deaf usually not only make good in our work but often turn out to be our very best educators. | should not
hesitate to secure real teachers from the public schools for intermediate and advanced oral classes, for | know
from experience that they will, almost without exception, do most satisfactory work, often bringing valuable
suggestions and influences which tend to strengthen and maintain high educational standards. Another
barrier, perhaps the greatest of all, encountered in obtaining desirable results in the teaching of speech in
combined-system schools is the almost constant use of the manual alphabet and the sign language in
schoolrooms and elsewhere. In most combined-system schools great effort is exerted to suppress, especially in
oral classes, the use of the...
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