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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1820. Excerpt: ... EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO HIS FRIENDS. 26th March, 1801. It would not be very
difficult to prove that the period which we spend at School is the happiest part of life; it is not therefore
wonderful that we should look back on it with pleasure, as by a natural connexion we blend many
circumstances in our recollection, which then added perhaps but little to our happiness, and it is well known
that we invariably view events with greater pleasure as we recede from them; just as in a distant retrospect on a
wood, we view the mass of verdure with admiration, and forget the thorns and brambles through which we
were obliged to effect our passage: but the pleasures of recollection can seldom be unalloyed; for either we are
now happier than we then were, or we are less so: if the former be the case, recollection will soon be laid aside:
for who will view a waste, that is sporting in paradise but if the latter, it is too plain that melancholy
comparison will throw a dark shade over the prospect. Again, we are either better or worse; if better,
conscience will upbraid us for the past, and if worse, for the present. Yet with all these disadvantages
retrospection both is, and ought, in moderation, to be indulged; for, as Johnson observes, whatever draws off
our attention from ourselves, whatever makes the past, the uncertain, or the future predominate over the
present, advances...
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