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Brazil: A Literary Study, John Nist, &#x201C;Ask an authority on Brazilian culture what he considers to be the
most significant artistic event in Brazil during this century,&#x201D; observes John Nist, &#x201C;and he will
quickly reply, &#x2018;The Modern Art Week Exhibition, staged in Sao Paulo in February, 1922.&#x2019; This
public demonstration and aesthetic manifesto represented a cut with the past, a violent break with tradition
unparalleled in Brazilian history. The fact that Brazilians still discuss the poetical renovation achieved by
Modernism shows how strongly the movement attacked and questioned traditional attitudes, cherished
preconceptions, prejudiced aspects of a national sensibility that still persists, in some quarters, to this day. As a
movement of research and experimentation, Modernism was, in the words of its principal prophet, M&#xE1;rio
de Andrade, &#x2018;a rupture, a revolt against the national intelligence.&#x2019; In time it became a national
affirmation that resulted in the integration of Brazilian literature into the literature of the Western
world&#x2014;an  integration too long overlooked by members of the English-speaking
community.&#x201D;The literary revolution thus unleashed in 1922 in Latin America&#x2019;s largest country is
the subject of this book by Nist. Initially fostered by the Brazilian poets in response to new challenges in
painting, sculpture, architecture, and music, the Modernist Movement has passed through four clear phases,
which are traced by the author: first, the destructive and iconoclastic phase, 1922&#x2013;1930; second, the
serious and socially concerned phase, 1930&#x2013;1940; third, the aesthetically formal phase,
1940&#x2013;1950; fourth, the Concretist experimental phase, 1950 to the mid-1960s.With similar competence
Nist examines the fourfold achievement sought by these same poets: (1) a new age of humanity as well as a new
artistic attitude; (2) a new aesthetic purity; (3) the termination of the divorce between...
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