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never written a play. Then | hastened to ask, What kind of play? for fear the offer might be withdrawn. He
replied with sureness and decision. | want a play, he said, with lots of pirates and-no poetry. He stressed this
with emphatic gesture. And at least one shooting, he added. It was a slim prescription. He left me to brood upon
the matter. The proposal was too flattering to be rejected out of hand.
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