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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER VII. Interest 1n Sclence. --Relatlons W1th H1s anclent Frlend,
Jefferson. --Observatlons On The Notes On The State Of V1rglnla. THROUGHOUT his life, Thomson had an
absorbing interest in science. He was elected to membership in the American Philosophical Society on
September 22, 1758; was Secretary of the society from 1769 to 1770, and served as one of its councillors from
1781 to 1783. He was active in the deliberations of that body and was frequently appointed on some of its most
important committees. On May 20, 1769, he was selected, with Messrs. Ewing and Williamson, to wait on Miss
Norris, and request the use of the telescope in her possession, on the occasion of the transit of Venus, June 3d,
of that year. The society erected an observatory in the State House yard for the purpose of viewing the transit,
and Thomson was deeply interested in this event, as is shown by the following account in the Pennsylvania
Gazette, June 8, 1769: We hear that the Committee appointed by the American Philosophical Society for the
Promotion of Useful Knowledge, to observe the transit of Venus, which happened on Saturday last, having
distributed themselves into three classes, Rev. Mr. John Ewing, Joseph Shippen, Esg. , Dr. Hugh Williamson,
Messrs. Thomas Prior, Charles Thomson, and James Pearson, observed at the public observatory in the State
House Square; the Rev. Doctor William Smith, John Lukens, Esq. , Messrs. David Rittenhouse and John Sellers, at
Mr. Rittenhouses...
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