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fundamental importance in the general circulation of the mesosphere; they seem to be similarly, if less
spectacularly, significant in the troposphere, and probably also in the stratosphere. Our understanding of these
motions, their e ects on the mean circulation and their mutual interactions is progressing rapidly, as is weil
illustrated by the papers in this issue; there are reports of observational studies, especially with new instruments
such as the Japanese MV radar, reviews of the state of theory, a laboratory study and an analysis of gravity
waves and their e ects in the high resolution "SKYHI" general circulation model. There are good reasons to
suspect that gravity waves may be of crucial significance in making the stratospheric circulation the way it is
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